Top tips for learning a poem by heart

e Read the poem aloud several times slowly.
e Copy the poem out a couple of times.

e Pick a poem with a pattern, metre and rhyme are much
easier to learn by heart than free verse.

e Learn and imagine the “story” in the poem
e Understand the poem by knowing every word’s meaning

e With a card, cover everything but the first line of the
poem. Read it. Look away, see the line in the air, and say
it. Look back. Repeat until you’ve “got it.”

e Uncover the second line. Learn it as you did the first line,
but also add second line to first, until you’ve got the two.

e Then it’s on to three. Always repeat the first line on down,
till the whole poem sings.
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