
Antonyms and Synonyms
Activity One:
In your book rewrite the passage below, replacing the 
underlined words with synonyms.

The Little Hangletons all agreed that the old house was 
"creepy." Half a century ago, something strange and 
horrible had happened there, something that the older 
inhabitants of the village still liked to discuss when topics 
for gossip were scarce. The story had been picked over so 
many times, and had been embroidered in so many places, 
that nobody was quite sure what the truth was anymore. 
Every version of the tale, however, started in the same 
place: Fifty years before, at daybreak on a fine summer's 
morning, when the Riddle House had still been well kept and 
impressive, a maid had entered the drawing room to find all 
three Riddles dead.

Activity Two:
Rewrite the passage below in your book, identifying words 
you can change for synonyms and changing these. Remember 
to make sure sentences still make sense.

He was a skinny, black-haired, bespectacled boy who had 
the pinched, slightly unhealthy look of someone who has 
grown a lot in a short space of time. His jeans were torn 
and dirty, his T-shirt baggy and faded, and the soles of 
his trainers were peeling away from the uppers. Harry 
Potter’s appearance did not endear him to the neighbours, 
who were the sort of people who thought scruffiness ought 
to be punishable by law, but as he had hidden himself 
behind a large hydrangea bush this evening he was quite 
invisible to passers-by. In fact, the only way he would be 
spotted was if his Uncle Vernon or Aunt Petunia stuck their 
heads out of the living-room window and looked straight 
down into the flowerbed below.


