Topic Earthquakes

	Session 3 Living in an earthquake zone                                                                    

	National Curriculum
	Geography: Describe and understand key aspects of earthquakes; Use maps, atlases, and globes to locate countries and describe features studied.

	Teaching Objectives
	To gain an understanding of life in an earthquake zone.

	Resources

Earthquakes in classrooms images, the Ring of Fire map, earthquake drill images, globe or atlas, sticky notes or strips of card


	Weblinks

http://www.humboldt.edu/shakyground/ - Recognising the hazards in your home if you live in an earthquake or tsunami zone https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GSDmqLQmMN0&list=PLs1gMujRSBY2t7JB4VS-AymFwN-6Lvg20 - earthquake drill video; http://www.kids-fun-science.com/earthquake-zones.html - Earthquake zones; http://meljay.hubpages.com/hub/Recent-Natural-Disasters-Seven-of-the-Worst - Facts about some of the worse recent earthquakes; http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earthquake - Background information on earthquakes; http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Volcanic - Background information on volcanoes; http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oceanic_trench - Background information on oceanic trenches; http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Volcanic_arc - Background information on volcanic arcs; http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Volcanic_belt - Background information on volcanic belts.

	Activities

1. Look at the Earthquake drill and photographs. Using your writing mats, describe what is would be like living in an earthquake zone. How would you feel about being in school and not being near your parents or loved ones? Would you feel anxious? Would you be able to concentrate? Some people who live in earthquake zones have to learn to live with the possibility of an earthquake happening. 

2. Look at the fourth image (map) of the session resources. This is a map showing The Ring of Fire. This is an area where a large number of earthquakes and volcanic eruptions occur in the basin of the Pacific Ocean, in a 40,000 km (25,000 mile) horseshoe shape. It is associated with a nearly continuous series of oceanic trenches, volcanic arcs, and volcanic belts and/or plate movements. It has 452 volcanoes and is home to over 75% of the world's active and dormant volcanoes. Look closely at the map and circle the countries you are familiar with or visited. Look along the Ring of Fire, there are some developing countries with not a lot of money to spend on earthquake-proof buildings (Mexico, Haiti), and also some areas we may not associate with being part of a major earthquake zone (New Zealand, California and the west coast of America). When people live in these areas, they have to know they are prepared for a major earthquake. They practise earthquake drills and make sure their houses are as safe as possible.

3. Watch  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GSDmqLQmMN0&list=PLs1gMujRSBY2t7JB4VS-AymFwN-6Lvg20 . Now make a poster to demonstrate the drill. Then write an explanation answering the following questions -  Why do you have to Drop? Cover? Hold On? What if you were in bed? Outside? Unable to run? Demonstrate the drill to another member of your household and send a photograph of you in action to  talktomrsturner@chiltonfoliat.wilts.sch.uk
4. Watch the following clip about other natural disasters caused by volcanoes and earthquakes.  (http://meljay.hubpages.com/hub/Recent-Natural-Disasters-Seven-of-the-Worst

	Outcomes


	Children will
· Understand life in an earthquake zone and are familiar with the precautions/preparations required
· Understand how their surroundings might behave in an earthquake and undergo an earthquake drill in the classroom


