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                Thursday 21st May 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

RE: Further information regarding a wider school opening from the week beginning Monday 1st 

June  
 

I hope you are all safe and well.  
 

From Monday 1st June (at the earliest) primary schools in England are being advised to 

welcome back more children to school. A wider opening beyond what we are delivering now 

(for our key worker children) will only happen if the 5 key tests, set by government, are met. 

These include that the rate of infection is decreasing and the enabling programmes set out in 

the recovery strategy are operating effectively. As a result of this, we are being asked to plan 

on this basis, ahead of confirmation that these tests are being met.   
 

The groups that we are able to invite to attend school are our key worker children, Reception, 

Year 1 and Year 6.  Children in Years 2, 3, 4 and 5 should continue to stay at home and use the 

Home School Learning, on the web site, as their learning platform. 
 

As you would expect, under the current climate, the starting point for our planning has been to 

put the safety of children and staff as our utmost priority. As more children and adults are 

reintroduced to the school site, we are planning carefully how the risks to children, teachers 

and families will be managed.  
 

Following the guidance received from both the Department for Education and Wiltshire 

Council, we have been working on our plan to implement the approaches set out in 

preparation for re-opening. Our plan is based on our own particular school context and may 

therefore differ from that of other schools. The top line guidance from Wiltshire is to take a slow, 

steady and cautious approach, which we doing. 
 

Approaches we are taking to manage the risk include:  

 

 carrying out a thorough risk assessment before opening to more children and staff - the 

assessment directly addresses risks associated with coronavirus so that, as much as 

possible, measures can be put in place to minimise those risks for children and staff  

 making sure that children and adults do not attend if they, or a member of their 

household, has symptoms of coronavirus  

 promoting regular hand washing for 20 seconds with running water and soap, as well as 

the use of sanitiser and ensuring good respiratory hygiene, by promoting the ‘catch it, 

bin it, kill it’ approach  

 cleaning touched surfaces more regularly than normal, such as door handles, handrails, 

table tops, removing some play equipment and toys etc.  

 minimising contact through smaller group/bubble sizes and altering the environment as 

much as possible, such as changing the layout and location of classrooms  
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 reducing mixing between groups (bubbles) of children through timetable changes and 

by introducing different start and finishing times and locations.  
 

School Day Organisation 
 

 For all relevant groups of children, the school will be open during Term 6 from Monday to 

Thursday. The school will be closed on Friday to allow time for teaching staff to continue 

to plan and prepare for home learning for all children who are not attending school and 

for deep cleaning. 

 

 Key worker children will be able to come to school from Monday 1st June 2020. 

 

 All other groups of children will be able begin to come to school from Monday 8th June 

2020.  
 

On this basis, it is anticipated that a school day will look like this for the different groups/bubbles 

of children.   

 

Group/bubble Venue School Day Drop off and Pick up 

Key worker 

children 

Club House 8.50am to 3.20pm Furthest gate from entrance to 

school car park 

Year 6 

children 

Sika 

Classroom 

8.50am to 3.00am Closest gate from entrance to car 

park then pencil gate 

Year 1 

children 

Fallow 

Classroom 

9.10am to 2.30pm Double gate at bottom of 

playground 

Year 1 & R 

children 

Roe 

Classroom 

9.10am to 2.30pm Closest gate from entrance to car 

park then green gate 

 

 Please note that for our younger children in Fallow bubble and Roe bubble we are 

going to offer 2 shorter days to begin with. This means that for Monday 8th June and 

Tuesday 9th June we will be open to these groups from 9.10am to 12.00 Noon.  We 

strongly feel that this will allow important time for our younger members to begin to get 

used to being away from their families and to once again get used to being back within 

the school environment.   
 

This is just an outline of the planning process to date. We hope you appreciate there is still 

much to consider – especially as guidance from all the relevant agencies is still being 

formulated and released. We also hope you understand that at any point in the planning, the 

situation could change. 
 

Our next steps are to send a further and much more detailed letter to the families of the 

children we are able to invite back into school.  I, or my colleagues, have had the opportunity 

to speak to those families and in that conversation, hope that we have been able to provide 

reassurance that the measures we put in place will have at their heart the safety and wellbeing 

of their children.  In that letter I will also be asking for a final confirmation of whether they are 

intending to send their children back to school in June – given the provision we putting into 

place. 

 

With best wishes 

 

Katie Turner 
 

Katie Turner 

Headteacher 
 


