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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

Update from Governors 
 
Here we are again at the end of an autumn term!  The weeks have gone quickly, and we would 
like to formally welcome our new Reception children and their parents!  The children have 
settled into their new routines exceptionally well, and there is a busy buzz of learning activity 
taking place in Roe under Mrs Gibson’s expert supervision and teaching. 
 
A small rural primary school like ours does always rely on terrific teamwork between staff, 
governors, volunteers, parents, carers and children and we feel truly blessed that our school 
demonstrates and supports such a key strength everyday. 
 
Last week we had an intensive couple of days with our Ofsted inspection, and we would like to 
thank all our children, staff, parents and governors for their incredible support.  It came in so 
many forms throughout the two days and not only was it touching, but it was hugely appreciated 
as we went through the process.  We anticipate having the report back from Ofsted before 
Christmas, and we will arrange feedback sessions to share our plans with you all. 
 
In the meantime, as this is the first update of the year, we would like to provide some insight 
into various areas of the school’s work.  
 
Our Growth 
 
Our lovely school has grown from 62 pupils just a few years ago to 100 pupils this term, which 
is fantastic. It is great to see such support for the school and to see our expansion to a fourth 
full-time classroom securely financially viable going forward. 
 
It has also brought some challenges as we strive to ensure that each of the children who 
recently transferred into the school are given the opportunity to progress as quickly as possible. 
 
Our Team 
 
At the beginning of the term we warmly welcomed Mary Hicks to the school.  It seems as 
though she has always been with us as she’s settled so naturally into her role as a Higher Level 
Teaching Assistant in Sika class.  As a result of her recruitment and Sarah Armstrong recently 
joining the TA team, we now have a dedicated Teaching Assistant assigned to each class, 
which is a big step forward compared to last year when only Roe had a dedicated TA. To 
further support the needs of our growing school we are in the process of recruiting an additional 
Key Stage 2 part time teacher. Our expanding team will enable further focus on the needs of 
each of our pupils to accelerate progress and attainment. 
 
Chilton Club Childcare continues to go from strength to strength and we are also recruiting for a 
Club Co-ordinator role; the advert for this will be going out after half term. 
 



 
Our Technology 
 
We are hugely grateful to the Friends for raising such a fantastic amount of money through 
wonderful events in the last few years and supporting our need to update our technology at 
school.  New mobile interactive touchscreen ’whiteboards’ are now in each classroom, and the 
school also has new laptops and new chrome books too!  This, combined with an overhaul of 
our Wi-Fi network over the summer, will have a big impact on the tools the staff and children 
have access to in order to enhance learning in the classroom.  The children and staff are 
delighted, and the Governing Body cannot thank the Friends enough!  This press coverage 
says it all!  
 
https://www.marlboroughnewsonline.co.uk/villages/chilton-foliat/7110-chilton-foliat-primary-school-purchases-
cutting-edge-it-equipment 

 
 
Our Facilities 
 
We are in the process of seeking funding from the Diocese to increase the physical capacity of 
Muntjac class (for the second time), with a view to the project being completed by September 
2018.  Our previous application was rejected because so many of our children are from West 
Berkshire.  We have been, and will continue to, campaign for fair government funding for the 
expansion – it should not matter what our children’s post-codes are!  This project will inevitably 
involve costs for classroom equipment, and we are grateful to the Friends for continuing to 
support us by fundraising for school resources.  
 
Our Pupil Progress and Attainment 
 
‘Growth Mindset’ life skills were put in place across the school a year ago.  Unlike a ‘fixed 
mindset’, Carol Dweck has established that “in a ‘growth mindset’, people believe that their 
most basic abilities can be developed through dedication and hard work—brains and talent are 
just the starting point. This view creates a love of learning and a resilience that is essential for 
great accomplishment”. 
 
Undoubtedly the impact of Dweck’s fabulous approach can also be witnessed in the children at 
home too, as it builds awareness within each child of their challenges and establishing their 
own strategies to overcome them, whether academic or otherwise.  It was introduced to 
promote independence for the children in their approach to learning, embracing a positive mind 
set, encouraging them to persevere, overcome their individual challenges with their work and 
try new things.  You can see prompts and information on this all around the school. 
 
As Growth Mindset embeds, children across the school are working harder and making 
progress in all key areas.  The teaching staff is committed to continuing to accelerate progress 
and building on our attainment across the school. Mrs Pinnegar has rolled out a great initiative 
to improve writing outcomes and Mrs Smart has done the same with Maths, both aimed at 
stretching all abilities. 
 
As you may have gathered from this week’s Parent Evenings, a partnership between home and 
school is important to pupil progress too.  The school days go quickly, and your support in 
reinforcing and building on the basics at home too is valuable, regardless of level.  We 
encourage parents to help with key areas such as times tables and spelling practice.  When 
listening to a reader at home, help the children with words they may not be familiar with, and 
check their understanding of what they are reading.  Although there are various parent sessions 
at school throughout the year, teachers are happy to help you with approaches to this – just 
ask! 

https://www.marlboroughnewsonline.co.uk/villages/chilton-foliat/7110-chilton-foliat-primary-school-purchases-cutting-edge-it-equipment
https://www.marlboroughnewsonline.co.uk/villages/chilton-foliat/7110-chilton-foliat-primary-school-purchases-cutting-edge-it-equipment


 
Our Parent Questionnaire 
 
A huge thank you to everyone who completed the parent questionnaire at the end of the 
summer term. We have now analysed all of the information and are really pleased with both the 
high number of responses and the positive feedback.  
 
An overwhelming majority of parents strongly agree or agree that their children: 

 Are happy 

 Feel safe 

 Are well looked after 

 Make good progress 

 Are taught well and receive appropriate homework 
 
An overwhelming majority of parents also strongly agree or agree that: 

 They receive valuable information about their child’s progress 

 Understand how they can help 

 Feel that their child is developing a thirst for knowledge 
 
The key theme identified as a development area is communication. We are therefore putting a 
mini ‘task force’ together to look at how this could be further improved and would be very 
grateful for a couple of parent/carer volunteers to help us work through an action plan for this. 
Please let Mrs Weston know if you can help.  
 
Our Music 
 
We are very blessed to have Mrs Jepson as part of our school team. Her contributions to the 
choir and to enabling the whole of Muntjac class to take part in the ‘Monster flash mob’ in 
Marlborough town centre a couple of weeks ago are amazing.  Following Mrs Jepson and Mrs 
Weston’s successful application to secure an academic/foundation grant, in the summer term 
next year an ‘I SING POP’ week is planned.  Mrs Jepson will be leading this for us and it will be 
a week for the whole school to train and perform songs with a very special performance at the 
church at the end of the term. 
 
Our Governors and Recruitment 
 
We have a fantastic team of governors from a variety of backgrounds and with amazing skill 
sets. They give up their time on a voluntary basis to help the school move forward and ensure a 
continuous cycle of improvement. While being a governor is a responsibility and a commitment, 
it is exceptionally rewarding.  We have opportunities available for parent governors and 
foundation governors.  The formal parent governor recruitment process will take place next 
term.  Please contact Sam Wolcough via email on chair@chiltonfoliat.wilts.sch.uk  if you would 
like to explore any of these roles.   
 
All that remains is for us to wish you the happiest and most relaxing holidays, and we look 
forward to seeing everyone refreshed and ready for another fantastic term culminating in all the 
wonderful annual Christmas festivities. 
 
  
With best wishes 
 
The Governing Body 
 
 


