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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

Update from Governors 
 
It is hard to believe that we are at the end of another extraordinary year at Chilton Foliat 
Primary School.  In addition to delivering the national curriculum, the year has been packed 
with a huge variety of other learning experiences, including trips to Cadbury World and 
residential sleep overs, regular visits to our church, not to mention the increased variety of 
sporting and musical endeavours that our pupils have taken part in. These opportunities of 
would not be possible for a small school such as ours without the enormous commitment from 
our incredible staff and the wider support of parents and the community.  We, the Governing 
Body, would like to extend a huge thank you to everyone who gets involved, as every 
contribution, no matter how small, makes a difference.  We are truly blessed, thank you. 
 
The Governing Body and its committees have regular meetings throughout year, and we would 
like to share some updates.  
 
Our Pupil Progress and Attainment 
 
A key role for the Governing Body is monitoring pupil data in terms of both progress and 
attainment across the school.  While key outcomes for schools are published nationwide, we 
need to be mindful of the small sizes of some of our year group cohorts.  Statistics are very 
useful but they can be misleading, particularly for smaller cohorts. Each of our Year 6 pupils 
represent 16.5% of the data, significantly skewing our results, while within the much larger Year 
2 cohort each pupil 6%.  We would like to take the opportunity to say that while statistics tell a 
part of our pupils’ journey, we are exceptionally proud of the achievements of each and every 
one of our pupils who continue to strive to do their best, and thrive within our nurturing and 
loving school.  We also have full confidence in the ability of our teaching team who work 
tirelessly to provide the best possible education for each and every child, regardless of ability or 
when they joined the school, and they do this every single day.  
 
It is worth noting that the introduction of ‘Growth Mindset’ throughout the school has had a 
powerful impact on pupils’ attitudes towards learning and finding strategies to overcoming 
individual challenges in all aspects of learning and life.  We feel this compliments the Christian 
distinctiveness of our church school, encouraging reflection, perseverance and thanksgiving. 
 
Developments at Our School  
Our Team 
We now have 92 pupils at the school, and we are looking forward to our 19 new Reception 
pupils and their families joining us in September. This growth has made our increase to a fourth 
classroom viable, and the additional funding generated will be hugely beneficial to support our 
goal to further improve outcomes for our pupils.  While we have three terrific TAs, they have 
been spread thinly across the school, so we are delighted to announce we have recruited Mary 
Hicks into a Higher Level Teaching Assistant role from September. She comes to us with a 
wealth of experience, and where necessary she will also be able to cover teaching staff, 



reducing reliance on supply teachers and more importantly providing improved consistency 
within the school.  
Our ICT 
Improving IT provision within the school has also been a key focus area of the Governing Body. 
Having completed a thorough review, we have embarked on a partnership with new suppliers, 
123ICT, who are equally as passionate about the benefits of ICT in the classroom, and 
supporting us in our transformation journey. The staff have been tremendously patient as we 
completed our due diligence, and in September you will see new screens in the classrooms and 
less visibly, an upgrade to the wifi infrastructure.  Due to the huge fundraising efforts of the 
Friends we will also be investing in new laptops, chrome books and a laptop trolley for the 
school. These will be in place early in the new academic year, and we would like to thank 
everyone involved for their support in achieving our goal.  We hope the new technology will 
make learning and teaching even more rewarding! 
Our Facilities 
Several years ago we took the decision to decommission the mobile classroom and transform it 
into the ‘Club House’.  As our numbers grew, our fourth classroom was placed in what was IT 
suite.  We are acutely aware of the physical constraints of Muntjac class, and we are fully 
committed to making this space more fit for purpose.  This continues to be a focus area for the 
Governing Body, and we look forward to sharing our progress with this, and thank you for your 
patience in the meantime.    
 
Our Fundraising 
On behalf of the staff and pupils we would like to thank the Friends of Chilton Foliat Primary 
school for all the amazing events and fundraising opportunities organised this year, including 
Christmas events, discos, gourmet gamble, our inaugural Safari supper and popular tea and 
cake stalls at local venues, and many more activities, culminating in the fabulous Festival of 
Colour, Music and Light which raised an incredible £3,100! So much hard work goes into 
delivering these, and without the Friends, such a small school could not afford to make the 
wonderful improvements funded by these, while creating such special memories for the 
children.  In total £6,138 has been raised this year – a tremendous effort!  
 
The first Friends meeting of the new school year will be with Mrs Weston to plan the events for 
the year, so please do join her on Monday 18th September after drop off in the Club House. It is 
always fun!!  Alternatively email friendsofchiltonfoliat@gmail.com to get involved. 
 
And finally… the beloved chickens have gone on holiday and will be returning with a new house 
in the new school year! 
 
All that remains is for us to wish you the happiest and most relaxing of summers, and we look 
forward to seeing everyone refreshed and ready for another exciting academic year in 
September. Please don’t forget to fill in your parent questionnaire before the end of term and 
return it to the school office. We really do appreciate all your feedback and thoughts on our 
school. 
  
With best wishes 
 
The Governing Body 
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